
A Guide for your Spring Smith Studios session

p o r t r a i t
E X P E R I E N C E

T H E



Hello, Hello and Welcome!  First and foremost want to thank you for choosing 

to invest in documenting your family.  I am so thankful that you see the value in 

preserving these moments and displaying them in frame and albums for this and 

future generations to enjoy.

My goal as your photographer is to make this process as easy and enjoyable for you 

as possible. This guide will help you with every aspect of your session from ideas on 

what to wear, thoughts on professional hair and make up and even to the details of 

your ordering session and figuring out the best way to display your family images.  

 

W E L C O M E
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1. Be comfortable.  This is above all the most 

important aspect of your session.  If you are 

not comfortable in front of the camera it will 

show and the images will not be an authentic 

representation of you and your family.  The key is 

to relax, enjoy the experience and try to focus on 

your family and not the camera.

2. Affection is good.  Showing affection by 

holding hands, hugging, snuggling and kissing 

is always a good idea as long as its not forced.  

The key is to feel and show affection in a natural 

and comfortable way, in the way that you would 

normally do.  Think about sitting on the couch 

as a family laughing and playing those small 

touches, those moments that you just lean down 

to kiss your Childs forehead because they are just 

so sweet- those are the moments that I want to 

capture so don’t be afraid of affection but don’t 

just do it for the camera either.

3. Slow is good.  Don’t feel rushed through 

different locations and poses.  If I take a step 

back or bring the camera down away from my 

eye don’t worry that something is wrong.  I want 
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to be able to capture just those perfect moments 

and trust me they are worth waiting for. 

4. Don’t say “cheese”.  These portraits are a more 

authentic and genuine representation of you and 

your family and we all know that on a normal day 

no one goes around smiling saying “cheese!!”  so 

leave the cheese for the crackers please.

5. Invest in an outfit.  Be intentional in what you 

choose to wear for these images will be hanging 

on your wall for generations and trust me you wont 

regret having something that you feel fantastic in 

as it will show in your images just how spectacular 

you feel as well as look.

6. Water and a snack.  Sessions can last for over an 

hour (especially newborn sessions) so be sure to 

have water and a snack on hand for you and any 

little ones who might get hangry.

6. Trust me.  It sounds simple but allowing yourself 

to be in the moment and trusting me to capture 

the images is the best thing you can do to help 

your session be a success.



It’s always a little intimidating to have your picture taken.  I realize that preparing for your 

portrait session can be a little overwhelming.  Here is some info for outfits that will make 

the preparation a little more manageable! 

-  Don’t try to MATCH...try to pick outfits and accessories 
that coordinate instead.  If everyone wore the same exact color 
at their e-shoot, how boring would those images be?  

-  Empty your pockets! Literally.  You don’t want to have key 
chains or phones showing through your pockets. (This is for 
the guys especially!)

-Wardrobe:  For ladies looking for maternity and newborn 
outfit ideas check out Asos.com, PinkBlush, Rosie Pope and 
Seraphire Maternity.  They have lots of great options that are 
sure to flatter you and be comfortable. 

-  It’s nice to have two outfits one casual, everyday outfit and 
then one outfit that is dressier!  This will give your shoot 
two totally different “looks”.  I recommend beginning with 
the dressy outfit first!  I want you to feel special so even that 
everyday outfit should have that something extra that makes 
you feel on top of the world.

-  Make sure you’re comfortable in what you’re wearing. If we 
are on location for your shoot we may be walking around a lot 
so bring comfy shoes as well as those stunning heals you have 
in mind.  

-Neutral tones and textures are great.  Textures such as lace 
and knits always give a cozy and elegant feel and can be 
dressed up or down.  Cream, gray and blush always create a 
nice soft feminine palette that work with most skin tones.

- Warm or cool neutrals are best, try to stay away from bright 
reds and oranges as they tend not to photograph well.  Keep 
prints small and soft and please no logos as they can be very 
distracting.  Layers are a great way to have multiple looks 
without having to change.   
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P O R T R A I T  S E S S I O N
Approximate times

M AT E R N I T Y

During  your maternity session 
we will likely spend 1-2 hours 
photographing in multiple 
locations.  The time of day of your 
session will depend on the time 
of year and inside vs. outside 
sessions. 

1 -2  hours

N E W B O R N

To be sure there is no rush I allow 
2 and up to 3 hours.  Sleeping 
babies are a great thing for this 
session as it allow you to be 
relaxed and snuggle your baby.  
If need be we can take multiple 
breaks for the baby to eat.  

2 -3  hours

FAMILY
1-1.5  hours

Family sessions often last up to 
2 hours as children by their very 
nature are unpredictable.  Some-
times we get smiles and happy 
kids and sometimes we need a 
little more time for them to warm 
up to the camera and not be shy.

H A I R  &  M A K E U P

It’s likely that the last time you had your hair and makeup 
professionally done was your wedding day.  These family 
images are  of the next step in life so don’t skimp on making 
yourself look and feel your best.  It’s amazing what quality hair 
and make up can do to help you feel your best and look your 
best for the camera.  We don’t want you to look unnatural and 
made up like  a doll so be sure to choose a hair and makeup 
artist who can give you a natural get glowing look that will still 
look and feel like you but you of course at your very best.  If 
you are a new mom or a mom to be trust me you’ll love the 
few moments of pampering!  If you need recommendations 
for a hair and makeup artist just ask I’m happy to recommend 
some of my favorites! 
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You’ve invested in your portrait session and now 

its time to think about how you will enjoy these 

images for years and years to come.  

Within a few weeks of your session a box will 

arrive at your home with your proof prints.  This 

box will contain 50-65 prints from your session.  

Each print will have a number on the back to 

make ordering a snap.  This is the time when 

you sit down with your family and decide which 

images you’ll display where.  Unlike other high 

pressure in person sales session this ordering 

session is super low pressure- as its taking place 

at your own home and no one will be there 

telling you what you should buy.  

Flip through the next few pages to get your 

ideas flowing.  Think about which walls in your 

home you want to display your images on and 

take a few moments to measure them and see 

just how that matted and framed 11x14 portrait 

will look.  Maybe you’ll find you want something 

just a bit bigger or smaller to fill that space.

Think through what you might want for gift 

prints for family members and if putting your 

favorite images into an album is the best fit for 

your display needs.  Taking a little time now to 

consider how you wish to enjoy these images 

will help make the ordering process that much 

more smooth in the weeks to come. 

Y O U R  O R D E R I N G  S E S S I O N

16



Gift Prints are specifi cally 

designed for that easy to give 

size.  Images can be 4x5, 4x6, 

5x5, 5x7 and are set in an 8x10 

archival matt so that they will 

easily slide into any style 8x10 

frame and be ready to wrap and 

send to friends and family for 

that perfect holiday or anytime 

gift.  $45-

Display Prints are designed to be 

hung on your walls.  Images can 

be 8x10, 8x8, 10x10, or 11x14  and 

are set in an appropriate sized 

mat to show off  those  classic 

family images.  These prints 

come matted and ready for you 

to frame in your favorite style and 

hang on your walls.  $95-
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GIFT PRINTS

F R A M E D  P R I N T S

DISPLAY 
PRINTS

WALL 
PORTRAITS

Wall portraits come in a variety 

of sizes including 16x20, 20x24 

and 24x30.  These images will be 

custom matted and framed and 

can be arranged in groups with 

other Display Prints to create a 

gallery wall or hang on their own 

for that iconic family portrait 

above your mantle.  $550+

Framed prints come in a selection of frame sizes and styles.  If you 

are looking for a clean classic black frame or a more polished silver 

option we can design just the right look for your walls. 

Gift Print Sizes $230-

Display Print Sizes  $445-

Wall Portraits $550- and up

Order multiples for a diptych or triptych and receive 10% off .
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A L B U M S
H E I R L O O M

F L U S H  M O U N T { 8 x 8  -  $ 5 4 9
1 0 x 1 0  -  $ 6 4 9
1 2 x 1 2  -  $ 7 9 5

A L B U M S

There is something special about sitting down and fl ipping through an album of photos.  Having 

digital images is wonderful but having a printed keepsake that tells a visual story of  lives is price-

less! If you wish to invest in an album you have two choices in style.  I off er a fl ush mount album 

and a more classic matted album.  Both are beautiful and of the highest quality.  These albums 

are important not just for you to enjoy... but for your grandchildren to enjoy someday as well. 

2 0  i m a g e s

M A T T E D  F O L I O 
A L B U M { 8 x 6  -  $ 4 9 5

6 x 8  -  $ 4 9 51 4  i m a g e s



Last, but certainly not least, THANK YOU!!!! I am so honored that you’ve chosen 

to work with me in creating beautiful images of your family.  My goal is that this 

experience is more than just a photo session.  I dedicate myself to my craft and I 

am passionate about photographing the love and connections in your family and I 

want that to show in each and every image that you hang on your walls.

Please feel free to contact me with ANY questions you may have along the way!  

XOXO, Spring

T H A N K  Y O U !


